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studiously to watch over the preservation of those lives
which we are not compelled to expose, and endeavour to
retrieve the losses of war by encouraging industry, tempe-
rance, and sobriety.

Another principle of government which the wisdom of
our progenitors established, was to suppress vice with the
utmost diligence ; for as vice must always produce misery
to those whom it infects, and danger to those who are
considered as its enemies, it is contrary to the end of go-
vernment; and the government which encourages vice is
necessarily labouring for its own destruction; for the good
will not support it, because they are not benefited by it,
and the wicked will betray it, because they are wicked.

How little then, rny lords, do our sagacious politicians
understand their own interest by promoting drunkenness
and luxury, of which the natural train of consequences are
idleness, necessity, wickedness, desperation, sedition, and
anarchy ! How little do they understand what it is that
gives stability to the fabrick of our constitution, if they ima-
gine it can long stand, when it is not supported by virtue.

In consequence of these maxims, another may be ad-
vanced, that all trades which tend to impair either the
health or virtue of the people, should be interdicted; for
since the strength of the community consists in the num-
ber and happiness of the people, no trade deserves to be
cultivated which does not contribute to the one or the
other; for the end of trade, as of all other human attempts,
is the attainment of happiness.

If any trade that conduces not to the happiness of the
community by increasing either the number or the virtue of
the people, be industriously cultivated, the legislature ought
to suppress it; if any manufacture that administers temp-
tations to wickedness be flourishing and extensive, it has
already been too long indulged; and the government can
atone for its remissness only by rigorous inhibition, severe
prosecutions, and vigilant inquiries.

That the trade of distilling, my lords, had advanced so
fast among us, that our manufacturers of poison are arrived
at the utmost degree of skill in their profession, and that